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Press release 

Kistler and SACO Research combine expertise in passive vehicle 

safety 

Customers will benefit from expanded expertise and increased manufacturing 

capacity 

Heidelberg, June 2026 

The Kistler Group is strengthening its position in the field of passive vehicle safety through 

a partnership with the U.S.-based company SACO Research. Building on SACO Research’s 

experience in the development and manufacturing of components for crash test dummies 

(ATDs), Kistler is expanding its technology base in the field of passive vehicle safety – from 

measurement systems and instrumentation to anthropomorphic test devices and key 

components. 

“This collaboration is an important step toward strengthening our ATD business and expanding our 

capabilities in the field of passive vehicle safety. By combining SACO Research’s component 

expertise and manufacturing know-how with Kistler’s strengths in market access, engineering, and 

customer support, we are creating a strong platform for future growth in crash test technology,” says 

Thomas Warkentin, General Manager of Kistler ATD GmbH and Head of the Crash Business Unit. 

Partnership drives innovation in passive vehicle safety and crash test technology 

The goal of the partnership is to bring additional crash test dummy expertise and expanded 

manufacturing capacity to the Kistler Group’s site in Heidelberg. For customers, this means long-

term product availability, closer integration of development and manufacturing, and seamless 

access to Kistler’s global sales and service network. Existing orders from SACO Research will 

continue to be fulfilled; new inquiries and resulting orders will be handled immediately through 

Kistler’s global sales and service organization. 

“We are pleased to take this next step together with Kistler and to contribute our expertise in ATD 

components and their manufacturing. We are convinced that this creates a strong foundation for our 

customers and the further development of ATD capabilities in Heidelberg,” adds Brian Coughren, 

President and Owner of SACO Research. 
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Expanding the portfolio with a focus on core passive vehicle safety applications 

The partnership lays the foundation for the targeted expansion of the ATD portfolio and the 

associated component business in line with market requirements. Both parties will also collaborate 

on selected development activities related to Hybrid III 50th-male and Hybrid III 5th-female 

components to ensure product continuity and to tap into additional application areas. This marks 

another step forward for Kistler on its path to becoming a one-stop partner for vehicle safety and 

crash test applications – from sensor technology to complete ATD solutions. 

Media contact 

Cara-Isabell Maercklin 
Corporate Communications Manager 
Tel.: +41 52 2241 292 
Email: cara-isabell.maercklin@kistler.com 

About the Kistler Group 

Kistler is the global market leader for dynamic pressure, force, torque and acceleration measurement technology. Cutting-
edge technologies provide the basis for Kistler’s modular solutions. Customers in industry and scientific research benefit 
from Kistler’s experience as a development partner, enabling them to optimize their products and processes so as to secure 
sustainable competitive edge. Unique sensor technology from this Swiss corporation helps to shape future innovations not 
only in automotive development and industrial automation but also in many newly emerging sectors. Drawing on our 
extensive application expertise, and always with an absolute commitment to quality, Kistler plays a key part in the ongoing 
development of the latest megatrends. The focus is on issues such as electrified drive technology, autonomous driving, 
emission reduction and Industry 4.0. Some 2,000 employees at more than 60 facilities across the globe are dedicated to the 
development of new solutions, and they offer application-specific services at the local level. Ever since it was founded in 
1959, the Kistler Group has grown hand-in-hand with its customers and in 2025, it posted sales of 424 million Swiss francs. 
About 9 percent of this figure is reinvested in research and technology – with the aim of delivering innovative solutions for 
every customer. 
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